The new old Senate of the Kingdom of Italy

The 150th anniversary of the Unification of Italy, which was celebrated in March
of this year, has been a motive for many historical and cultural reconstructions.
One of the most interesting, a combination of historical re-enactment and
modern-day technology, is the reconstruction of the first Senate of the Kingdom
of Italy, where audio and video have a very specific role to play. See it to believe
it… until 8th January 2012.

On the right, the Vittorio Emanuele II
“video-picture”. It's a 2,40x3,40 m
frame whitch encloses the projection of
a historic picture of the king. When
visitors come to see the room, the
picture “takes life” and become a 5'
video about the Senate today and in
the past, Palazzo Madama, the historic
parliament and the themes they
discussed.
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The first Senate of the Kingdom of Italy was on
the main storey of Palazzo Madama, Turin, and
there it remained from 1848 to 1861 for the
Savoy kingdom and from 1861 to 1864 for the
newly formed Kingdom of Italy, of which Turin
was the first capital. Today, the Senate has
been completely reconstructed by the Teatro
Regio di Torino, with five months of work that
saw dozens of professionals involved, including
carpenters, metalworkers, decorators and
painters. The reconstruction is based on careful
studies of all available iconographic and
historical sources available so as to create
something as close to the original historic setting
as possible.
Technology
But let’s move on to what is perhaps the most
interesting aspect: the contribution of audio and
video technology to the project. To bring the
parliamentary chamber back to life, it was
decided to place a series of projectors and some
audio equipment inside the room, to “give life” to
the seats in the Senate and reconstruct the
more important moments of its history for
visitors.

The leading role in this part of the installation
was played by Sound System Designer, Pietro
Raucci, who commissioned the technical
equipment from Audio Effetti because of
everything else that comes with the Audio Effetti
service: reliability, before- and after-sales care,
and the ability to listen to the client’s needs.
This multimedia display, inaugurated in March,
will be open to visitors throughout 2011. During
the tour, which lasts 20 minutes, visitors can
experience the most important events, the key
speeches in the Senate and the most eminent
figures from the earliest years of Italy’s political
history. The exhibition consists of an oval room,
20 metres by 15, with inside, the projected
figures of actors in costume, who re-enact
parliamentary debates, protests, and the
confrontations and questions of members of the
public from 150 years ago. This installation is a
great sensory experience, a valid “education in
citizenship” or better still, an authentic dive into
the past and into history.

Audio connections
by Piero Raucci

A sinistra, grafico del campo
sonoro per la sala del Senato.
L'impianto è impostato per
dare l'effetto dei rumori
d'abiente con brusio, passi in
entrata e uscita, scampanellio.

Of course, if a project like this is to be
successful, the audio and visual equipment
needs to be as invisible as possible,
unobtrusive, so as not to distort the spectator’s
impression of a “voyage into the past”. The real
challenge, therefore, was to install a valid
system; one that could reproduce sensations
and impressions of reality, but at the same time,
remain practically invisible.
Meyersound MM4 xp speakers were chosen and
supplied in the same colour as the setting,
making them even better camouflaged.
Then a small Meyersound MM-10 SUB was
installed under the government stand to
guarantee
excellent
excursion
at
low
frequencies.
The whole system is therefore a 5+1: five main
pieces plus the SUB mentioned above.
Audio coverage, both in diffusion and pressure
terms, is smooth and splendidly realistic for visi-

Video connections
by Piero Raucci

-tors, who move through a “fabric of sound” that
is able to take them back 150 years in history.
The rest of the scene is provided by video,
projecting scenes recreated by actors with
images from the period, prints and pictures of
the key figures in the Italian unification, the
Risorgimento.
The video scenes, stored on SD memory cards,
are brought together and synchronised by an
MPS 488hp processor/feeder, which also sends
the audio signals to the speakers. A Panasonic
DLP 10,000 Ansi Lumen projector shows the
video images on a screen that is 2.70 metres
wide and 3.40 metres high.
Four more
Panasonic 2,500 Ansi Lumen projectors, set up
vertically, provide other video footage which,
together, goes to create a seamless film that
shows the public what parliamentary sittings
were really like.

The Senate room in Palazzo
Madama. Note the video
projection into the frame where
usually is visible Vittorio
Emanuele II's picture.

INSTALLED MATERIAL
Video-painting Vittorio Emanuele II
1 projector Panasonic PT-DW90XE 3 chip DLP
2 spare lamps
1 zoom
FOH + audio landscape
5 speakers Meyersound MM-4XP
1 active sub Meyersound MM-10
1 audio controller/distr. Meyersound MPS-488 HP
Control system
5 media player Bright Sign
1 switch
Exhibit “public”
4 short throw projectors 3 LCD Panasonic PTST10E

The back projection screens in the main area of
the oval structure are in the same colour as their
surroundings, and serve to project the main
personages from the period as well as the
members of the public who interact with them.
So, the session is open and the circle is closed:
using modern audio-video technology we can go
back to the origins of the Kingdom of Italy!
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